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WHILE  STILL  IN  THE  OLD 

Jesus  has  shown  us  liow  the  sense  of  God  as  our 
common  Father  may  permeate  the  whole  of  life.  He 
has  shown  us  that  all  final  solutions  of  human  prob- 
lems are  in  terms  of  personal  relationship  and  mutual 
understanding.  We  realize,  therefore,  that  we  must 
strive  to  carry  the  pure  spirit  of  love  into  all  our  deal- 
ings with  men.  The  sacredness  of  personality  demands 
a fundamental  change  in  our  social  and  economic  sys- 
tem. This,  however,  does  not  absolve  us  from  our  imme- 
diate duty.  We  are  called  to  live  as  citizens  of  the  new 
world  while  still  in  the  old.  We  recognize  the  difficulty 
of  such  a task,  and  that  for  its  achievement  our  individ- 
ual lives  and  corporate  fellowship  must  be  founded 
deep  in  unity  with  God.  Quakerism  for  us  means  just 
that  God-conscious  life,  and  we  desire  to  pass  on  to 
others  the  vision  we  have  seen. 

—From  the  Minute  of  the  International  Con- 
ference of  Young  Friends,  Jordans,  1920 


THE  TIME  HAS  COME  FOR  US 

In  a forthcoming  issue,  Lyra  M.  Dann  (725  N. 
29th  Street,  Gorvallis,  Oregon)  will  bring  a review  of 
A Pecular  People— the  Doukhobors,  by  Aylmer  Maude. 
It  is  a very  old  book  (Funk  & Wagnalls,  1904)  but 
in  the  opinion  of  John  Verigen,  leader  of  the  main 
body  of  the  Doukhobors,  who  recently  visited  in  Wash- 
ington and  Oregon  with  Emmett  Gulley,  it  is  still 
the  best  study  of  the  historical  positions  of  this  inter- 
esting religious  group.  In  the  meantime  she  suggests 
these  passages  from  pages  30  and  35  as  particularly 
significant  for  us  today, 

From  “The  Martyrdom  in  Russia”  describ- 
ing the  trial  of  seven  Doukhobors  for  refusing 
to  draw  lots  at  the  Conscription  of  1895. 

Judge:  “And  why  do  you  refuse?” 

Glagolief:  “Because  we  do  not  wish  to  enter 
the  military  service  knowing  beforehand  that 
such  service  is  against  our  conscience,  and  we 
prefer  to  live  according  to  our  conscience  and 
not  in  opposition  to  it  . . . 

Judge:  “The  term  of  service  is  now  short; 
you  will  soon  get  it  over  and  go  home  again. 
Then  they  will  not  drag  you  from  court  to 
court  and  from  prison  to  prison.” 

Glagolief:  “Mr.  Judge,  we  do  not  value  our 
bodies.  The  only  thing  of  importance  to  us  is 
that  our  consciences  should  be  clear.  We  can- 
not act  contrary  to  the  will  of  God.  It  is  no 
light  matter  to  be  a soldier,  and  to  kill  a man 
directly  you  are  told.  God  has  once  for  all 
impressed  on  the  heart  of  each  man,  ‘Thou  shalt 
not  kill.’ 

Then  said  the  Judge,  “But  nevertheless,  we 
cannot  do  without  soldiers  and  war,  because 
you  and  otliers  liavc  a little  ]:)roperty,  and  some 
people  are  (juitc  rich;  and  if  w(>  had  no  armies 
and  no  soldiers,  then  evil  nu'ii  would  eomc'. 


and  thieves,  and  would  plunder  us,  and  with 
no  army  we  could  not  defend  ourselves.” 

The  Glagolief  replied,  “You  know,  Mr. 
Judge,  that  it  is  written  in  the  Gospels,  ‘Lay  not 
up  for  yourselves  treasure  upon  earth.’  We  have 
obeyed  this  injunction,  and  will  hold  to  it,  and 
therefore  have  no  need  to  defend  anything. 
Why,  ask  yourself,  Mr.  Judge,  how  can  we  keep 
our  money  when  our  brothers  need  it?  . . . . 
Ghrist,  when  he  was  on  earth,  taught  that  we 
should  feed  the  hungry,  give  shoes  to  those 
who  have  none,  and  share  with  those  who  are 
needy.” 

Then  the  Judge  began  to  inquire  into  our 
circumstances,  and  asked  how  we  were  getting 
on,  and  how  the  country  suited  us,  all  about 
the  distraint,  and  the  Gossacks  striking  the 
women  and  old  men,  and  their  outraging  the 
young  women,  and  expressed  great  astonish- 
ment that  soldiers,  whose  duty  it  was  to  protect 
us,  could  turn  themselves  into  brigands  and 
murderers. 

Then  said  Glagolief,  “We  see  from  this,  Mr. 
Judge,  that  an  army  does  not  in  the  least  exist 
for  the  protection  of  our  interests  but  in  order 
that  our  savings  may  be  spent  on  armaments, 
and  that  it  is  of  no  use  in  the  world  but  to 
cause  miserv,  outrage  and  murder.” 

Then  the  Judge,  who  had  listened  to  all 
attentively,  was  greatly  moved  and  distressed 
by  all  the  cruelties  which  had  been  practiced 
on  the  Doukhobors.  He  condemned  us,  accord- 
ing to  some  section  or  other  of  the  Gode,  to  a 
fine  of  three  roubles,  and  himself  ad\4sed  us 
not  to  pay  it  ...  . 

A general  was  appointed  to  in\'estigate  the 
whole  matter:  to  hear  the  Doukhobors’  state- 
ment of  their  own  case,  and  to  explain  to  them 
their  errors,  and  to  offer  them  restoration  of 
land  and  property  if  they  would  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  submit  to  Gonscription.  A 
number  of  Doukhobor  elders  were  summoned 
to  appear  before  him.  He  heard  what  the\’  had 
to  say  . . . He  said  that  in  theory  their  \ iews 
were  excellent,  that  he,  too,  would  like  wars  to 
cease,  and  all  men  to  live  together  in  harmoiu. 
and  that  it  may  some  day  come  to  pass— but 
that  the  mistake  made  by  the  Doukhol)ors  was 
that  they  wished  to  do  right  befoiT'  other  pc'oplc 
were'  ready  for  it. 

“The  time,"  lu'  said,  “has  not  \ ('t  c'onu'." 

“The  time',  Ca'in'ral,”  iT'plicd  llu'sc'  illitc'rafc' 
peasants,  “ma\'  not  yc't  ha\c  co"u'  for  \on.  but 
it  has  come  lor  us." 
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REPRESENTATIVE  MEETING 

Plans  are  being  made  for  Representative  Meeting 
to  be  held  in  Berkeley,  California,  the  first  week  end 
in  April.  The  meeting  house  in  Berkeley  is  available  for 
the  sessions.  Friends  are  urged  to  give  some  thought 
to  subjects  which  should  be  considered  by  our  repre- 
sentatives and  e.xpress  themselves  in  writing  to  the 
clerk,  Phillip  Wells,  516  W.  Longden  Street,  Arcadia, 
California,  or  to  the  secretary,.  Elizabeth  Lantz,  31 
N.  W.  22nd  Place,  Portland  10,  Oregon. 


NEW  MEETING  AT  BEN  LOMOND 

Harold  E.  Roy  ( Bo.x  164,  Ben  Lomond,  Califor- 
nia), clerk  and  “general  secretary”  of  the  Santa  Cruz 
County  Meeting,  writes:  “Later  San  Jose  items  have 
mentioned  the  Eriends  at  Mt.  Hermon— that’s  us!  . . . 
Shortly  after  I settled  in  Ben  Lomond,  the  A.F.S.C. 
camp  was  established,  but  it  took  me  until  last  year  in 
September  to  make  a connection  toward  having  the 
opportunity  for  a Friends’  meeting.  When  1 heard  at 
the  camp  that  the  tliree  Misses  Bastin  of  Mt.  Hermon, 
which  is  a church  conference  nearby,  had  offered  the 
use  of  their  living  room  for  a meeting,  1 promptly  got 
in  touch  with  them,  and  we  started  September  9,  1951. 
We  met  again  on  October  14;  and  on  November  11  we 
rented  the  Bible  Hall  Lounge  from  the  Mt.  Hermon 
office,  sent  out  notices  and  had  an  attendance  of  fif- 
teen, with  four  from  San  Jose’s  College  Park  Meeting. 
. . .We  met  again  the  next  month  with  a smaller  and 
different  group;  and  again  in  January,  the  group  grow- 
ing again  and  again  different;  so  that  now  we  have  a 
mailing  list  of  25,  not  all  of  whom  have  attended.  . . . 
At  the  last  meeting  we  had  enough  of  a Preparative 
Meeting  session  to  decide  to  try  meeting  in  Ben  Lo- 
mond ( at  the  Cham’ber  of  Commerce  Building ) . Offi- 
cers were  appointed:  Dorothy  Bastin,  secretary;  Muriel 
Bastin,  treasurer;  Harold  E.  Roy,  clerk  and  general 
secretary  ( the  last  title  was  my  choice,  since  I am  gen- 
eral factotum!  ).” 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

Did  you  know  . . . 

that  the  Bulletin  goes  to  a mailing  li.st  of  about 
1150.  Of  these,  72  are  in  countries  other  than  the 
United  States  (fourteen  of  them).  Thirty-eight  states 
and  one  U.  S.  territory  are  represented.  This  type 
of  mail  is  not  permitted  to  enter  China  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Did  you  know  . . . 

that  rather  less  tlian  half  the  1150  send  in  their  “at 
least  a dollar,”  which  is  the  subscription  set  by  the 
Yearly  Meeting? 

Did  you  know  . . . 

that  the  Bulletin  costs  about  $2400  a year  for  publi- 
cation and  mailing?  About  $900  of  this  is  raised  by 
subscriptions,  and  the  Yearly  Meeting  takes  care  of 
the  remainder.  Thus  the  Bulletin  constitutes  the 
main  financial  activity  of  the  Yearly  Meeting. 

Did  you  know  . . . 

that  the  subscription  year  for  the  Bulletin  runs  from 
Yearly  Meeting  session  to  Yearly  Meeting  session 
(that  is,  roughly  from  September  1st  to  September 
1st)? 

Did  you  know  . . . 

that  the  Bulletin  is  the  official  publication  of  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting,  and  is  published  ten  times  a year, 
according  to  its  instructions?  It  is  under  the  care  of 
a Bulletin  Committee  appointed  by  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing and  directly  responsible  to  it.  The  desire  of  the 
Bulletin  Committee  is  that  all  members  of  Pacific 
Yearly  Meeting  should  receive  the  Bulletin  as  well 
as  any  others  who  may  enjoy  it  or  profit  from  it. 


FINANCIAL  CONDITION 

The  following  report  has  come  from  Robert  L. 
SiMKiN  ( 1032  West  36th  Street,  Los  Angeles  7,  Cal- 
ifornia), treasurer  of  the  Yearly  Meeting: 


Receipts  to  Feb.  6 
General  Account: 

From  Individuals  $ 58.00 

From  Monthly  Meetings  503.75 

Bulletin  Subscriptions  rec’d.  by  treas.  86.50 

Hiroshima  subscription  15.00 

Total,  Gen.  Acount  $663.25 

Travel  Pool,  balance  49.78 

Oxford  Travel  Fund  844.40 


$1557.43 

Expenditures  to  Feb.  6 

Editorial  work.  Bulletin  $700.00 

Printing,  Bulletin  182.50 

Clerk,  Secretary,  Postage,  and  Stationery  51.41 

Visitation,  W.  Jackson  25.00 

World  Com.,  Fellowship  Council  125.00 

Houses  for  Pliroshima  15.00 


$1098.91 

Total  Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer  458.52 


$1557.43 

“Receipts  during  the  past  month,”  writes  Robert 
Simkin,  “have  been  very  disappointing— only  twenty 
dollars  for  the  Oxford  Fund.  General  Account  is  over- 
drawn to  the  e.xtent  of  $435.66.  Payments  have  been 
made  by  borrowing  from  the  Oxford  Fund,  which  can- 
not be  regarded  as  a satisfactory  condition. 

“Total  amounts  promised  and  not  paid  to  date  on 
the  Oxford  Travel  Fund  total  $246.42.  Thus,  if  all  the 
liromises  are  fulfilled,  this  fund  will  not  be  enough  to 
meet  the  portion  of  travel  to  Oxford  which  the  Yearly- 
Meeting  contemplated  should  be  raised.” 

Since  the  detailed  finances  of  the  Bulletin  have 
been  kept  separate  from  those  of  the  Yearly  Meeting 
since  September  1,  the  following  will  give  a clearer  pic- 
ture of  this  part  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  finances: 


Income 

Subscriptions  (176)  to  Jan.  21  $ 344.75 

From  Robert  Simkin 

Starting  Fund  96.00 

Editorial  Work  and  Office  Expense  700.00 


$1140.75 

Expenditures 

Printing  $ 301.50 

Office  89.52 

Mailing  59.68 

Salary  540.00 


$ 990.70 

Balance  in  hands  of  editor  150.05 


$1140.75 

The  item  in  the  treasurer’s  report  of  $182.50  in- 
cudes the  $96.00  starting  fund  paid  the  committee  in 
September,  and  a payment  for  printing  for  the  July- 
August  Bulletin  ($86.50),  which  does  not  appear  in  the 
report  of  the  Bulletin  Committee,  which  begins  Sep- 
tember 1. 

—Margaret  Jump,  chairman.  Bulletin  Committee 


THE  TIDE  OF  LOYALTY  OATHS 

Among  the  sponsors  of  the  Federation  for  the  Re- 
peal of  the  Levering  Act  in  California  are  Josephine 
Duveneck  ( Hidden  Villa  Ranch,  Los  Altos,  California ) , 
Clarence  Pickett,  honorary  secretary  of  the  AFSC, 
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and  Stephen  Thiermann  (1111  Greenwood,  Palo  Alto, 
California).  They  write,  “Today  in  California,  under 
the  Levering  Act,  and  in  other  states  of  the  union,  the 
integrity  of  Friends  and  others  is  challenged  by  the  im- 
position of  special  loyalty  oaths.  Many  teachers,  so- 
cial workers  and  other  state  employees  have  lost  their 
jobs  rather  than  submit  to  special  oaths.  Efforts  are 
being  made  to  extend  loyalty  oaths  to  physicians,  law- 
yers, Community  Chest  employees  and  others.” 

This  group  of  Friends  is  actively  soliciting  sujiport 
of  Friends  and  others  in  this  effort  to  turn  back  the 
tide  of  loyalty  oaths.  In  their  request  for  financial  and 
moral  assistance,  they  remind  us  that  in  1644  George 
Fox  witnessed  against  the  loyalty  oath  of  his  day. 
“Starting  up  in  a rage,  the  judge  said,  T can  put  the 
oath  to  any  here,  and  I will  tender  you  the  oath  again.’ 
. . . And  I told  them,  T am  a Christian  and  shall  show 
for  Christianity  amongst  you  this  day  . . . Christ  com- 
mands me  not  to  swear  ...  I never  took  any  oath  in 
my  life.’  . . . Then  I was  put  into  a tower,  and  I was 
so  starved  with  cold  and  rain  that  my  body  was  greatly 
swelled,  and  my  limbs  much  numbed.”  As  a result  of 
his  sacrifice,  and  that  of  many  others,  the  requirement 
for  a loyalty  oath  was  eventually  lifted  in  England. 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

Friends  in  Salt  Lake  City  were  pleased  with  the 
response  to  their  annual  American  Friends  Service  Com- 
mittee meeting,  reports  Helen  Scheiber  ( 1340  South 
2nd  East,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah).  Fifty  jieople  at- 
tended the  meeting,  which  was  held  in  the  Latter  Day 
Saints  Institute  of  Religion,  which  faces  the  University 
campus.  Russell  Jorgensen  reviewed  the  UMT  sit- 
uation and  surveyed  the  opportunities  for  AFSC  work 
around  the  world.  A panel  on  International  Student 
Seminars  included  Prabhat  Doshi,  of  India,  a student 
at  Utah  State  Agricultural  College;  Rolf  Beier,  a 
native  of  Germany  who  worked  with  the  Quaker  student 
program  and  relief  work  in  Freiburg  after  the  war  and 
was  brought  to  this  country  by  the  AFSC  in  1948  to 
attend  the  International  Student  Seminar  at  San  Cristo- 
bal, New  Me.xico;  Florence  Ilfeld  Beier,  also  of  the 
San  Cristobal  Seminar,  and  recently  active  in  organiz- 
ing week  end  work  camps  in  San  Francisco.  Rudolph 
Marcus  of  the  Salt  Lake  Friends  group  acted  as 
chairman  of  the  meeting. 

Gordon  and  Esther  Hirabayashi,  with  Mitsi  and 
Mari,  .5,  and  Jay,  4,  have  left  Seattle  for  a three-to- 
five-year  term  at  tlie  American  University  of  Beirut. 
On  tlie  way  over  they  are  calling  at  Barcelona,  Mar- 
seilles, Genoa,  Naples  and  Alexandra.  They  will  be 
happy  to  hear  from  West  Coast  Friends,  or  meet  any- 
one passing  their  way.  Their  address  is  Sociology  De- 
partment, American  University  of  Beirut,  Beirut,  Leb- 
anon. 

A Rural  Life  Conference  will  be  held  at  Reedley, 
California,  the  evening  of  April  4 through  the  afternoon 
of  April  6.  Information  may  be  obtained  from  Walter 
Lohans,  Rt.  1 Box  171,  Reedley,  Calif. 

if- 

Leo  and  Tomasa  Sandoval  liave  accepted  the 
post  among  tlie  Seri  Indians  of  Mexico.  They  will 
teach  and  live  among  them  for  a period  of  one  year 
under  the  sponsorship  of  tlie  Pasadena  office  of  tlu' 
A.  F.  S.  C.,  and  llten  the  matter  will  be  n-considen'd 
in  the  light  of  their  experience. 

''f  if  >}s 

On  their  way  to  Japan,  J.  Passmore  and  Anna  C. 
Elkinton  of  SwarthmorcL  Penna.,  stopped  to  sec 
Friends  in  Tucson  and  Phoenix,  Arizona,  I’asadena  and 
vicinity,  Los  Angeles,  and  Berkc-ley,  California.  'I'hey 
will  also  be  stopping  in  Hawaii  to  \isit  I'Tiends. 


The  meeting  house  in  Tokyo,  Japan,  which  was 
destroyed  by  American  bombing  in  1945,  has  been 
rebuilt  through  the  efforts  of  Friends  in  Japan  and  in 
all  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  first  meeting  for 
worship  was  held  in  the  new  structure  January  27. 

S}5  ❖ ❖ 

The  'Mew  Outlook  (1159  W.  Olympic  Blvd.,  Los 
Angeles  13)  for  December,  1951,  carried  a reprint  of 
Peggy  Church’s  article  in  our  symposium  of  “Yearly 
Meeting  Afterthoughts.”  It  renamed  the  article  “The 
Voice  of  The  Silence,”  and  so  captioned,  Peggy  Church’s 
concern,  originally  intended  for  a limited  number,  be- 
comes a message  of  wide  implications  for  the  new  year. 

Friends  in  Honolulu  report  several  recent  visitors; 
George  M.  Trimble,  Jr.,  of  Orinda,  California,  flight 
engineer.  Pan  American  World  Air  Ways,  en  route  to 
Australia;  Myrtle  J.  Wildman  of  Whittier,  California, 
who  was  unable  to  attend  meeting  but  visited  in  the 
home  of  Gilbert  and  Minnie  Bowles,-  and  Howard  G. 
and  May  Taylor  of  Riverton,  New  Jersey,  returning 
from  a year  in  Japan,  who  were  delayed  by  a crippled 
engine  on  their  boat  so  that  they  had  a visit  of  half  an 
hour  with  Gilbert  and  Minnie  Bowles  at  midnight, 
February  1,  in  Honolulu  harbor. 

“Perhaps  you  will  be  interested  in  hearing,”  write 
Wallace  and  Hertha  Atkinson  ( 1522  9th  Ave.,  West, 
Seattle  99,  Washington),  “that  we  stayed  in  the  guest 
room  at  Casa  de  los  Amigos  the  two  weeks  we  were  in 
Mexico  City.  Florence  Smith  made  us  most  weleome, 
and  we  also  enjoyed  the  young  people  who  came  and 
went  to  tlieir  various  work  camps,  and  who  stayed 
briefly  at  the  Casa.  We  enjoyed  reading  the  article  on 
the  Casa  in  the  January  Bulletin.” 

Anne  Y.  Satterthwaite,  in  whose  home  on  Van- 
couver Drive,  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  Friends  meeting  for 
worship  was  held  for  a numlier  of  years,  attended  the 
Pan-Pacific  Women’s  Association  Conference  in  Christ 
Church,  New  Zealand.  She  was  one  of  twenty  delegates 
from  Hawaii,  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  active 
members  of  the  association  since  its  formation.  She 
was  away  from  the  island  for  about  a month,  January 
3 to  February  7. 

5Y  * 

Born  on  January  1,  1952,  Randall  Rolf  Beier, 
to  Rolf  and  Florence  Beier  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
His  grandmother,  Mrs.  Curt  Beier,  arrived  on  Decem- 
ber 21  from  Freiburg,  Germany,  to  visit  for  .six  months. 


AS  FAR  AS  MY  CONSCIENCE  WILL  ALLOW 

Using  as  an  opportunity  for  soul-searching  a prob- 
lem which  many  Friends  are  now  meeting  and  all  who 
travel  will  meet,  Peggy  Pond  Church  ( Box  63,  Ranch- 
os de  Taos,  New  Me.xico)  writes: 

“A  couple  of  weeks  ago  I was  conironted  with  tlie 
problem,  for  tlie  fir.st  time  in  my  life,  of  applying  for 
a passport,  and  found  in  the  application  form  a rciiuire- 
ment  to  sign  and  .swear  to  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  tlu' 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  without  any  mental 
rcscrv'ations  whatsoever.  In  these  d;iys  when  so  much 
perfunctory  signing  is  being  done  b>-  so  many  I thought 
it  a valnabk-  ('xercise  to  stoji  a bit  ;ind  considi-r  the 
nuxuiing  oi  wh;it  I was  rccinired  to  do,  and  tlu'  result 
was  that  I,  of  course,  crossed  onl  the  word  ‘.swt'ar’  and 
wrote  in  the  word  ‘affirm,’  and  bi'lnre  my  .signature 
included  the  \\'ords  ‘with  (he  ;iltaehed  ri'scrvations.' 
'riu'St'  are  the  reser\alions: 

“I  ;ulmire  and  cherish  tlu-  eonstitnlion  of  the  Uniti'd 
■Stales.  I c'annol.  howevi'r,  rendc'r  niKinalified  alU'giancc 
to  the  eonslilntion  of  this  or  ;iny  iKition,  since  my 
liigliesl  ;dlegi;inee  is  given  to  C(k1  who  is  above  all 
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nations.  If  ’defence  of  the  constitution’  should  bring  me 
at  any  time  into  conflict  with  love  for  God,  and  for 
the  spirit  of  God  in  my  fellowmen,  I should  have  to 
assert  primary  allegiance  to  the  spirit  which  requires  me 
to  seek  the  good  of  all  men,  to  whatever  nation  or  race 
they  may  belong.  I would  be  willing  to  lose  my  life  for 
the  principles  of  justice  and  liberty  upon  which  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  was  founded,  inasmuch 
as  these  principles  may  be  expressed  in  our  relations 
with  all  mankind.  I would  not  be  willing  to  act  unjustly 
or  coercively  toward  any  human  being,  or  take  the  lives 
of  others  in  ‘defence’  of  these  principles.” 

After  consulting  with  Santa  Fe  Monthly  Meeting 
and  with  James  Walker  of  the  Friends  World  Commit- 
tee, Peggy  Church  applied  for  and  received  from  Mrs. 
R.  B.  Shipley  of  the  Passport  Division,  the  “modified 
oath”  which  has  been  accepted  from  “persons  with  con- 
scientious scruples.”  (The  quotes  are  Mrs.  Shipley’s) 
The  modified  oath  reads: 

“Furtlier  I do  solemnly  affirm  that  I will  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  will,  as  far 
as  my  conscience  as  a Christian  will  allow,  defend  it 
against  all  enemies,  foreign  and  domestic;  that  I will 
bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  same;  and  that  I 
take  this  obligation  freely,  without  any  mental  reser- 
vation or  purpose  of  evasion.  So  help  me  God.” 

Inserting  the  words  “subject  first  to  God”  just  after 
the  first  semicolon,  Peggy  Church  sent  off  the  applica- 
tion with  a letter  to  Mrs.  Shipley  protesting  the  in- 
creasing tendency  in  the  government  to  believe  that 
loyalty  can  be  ascertained  or  assured  by  the  taking  of 
oaths.  She  then  writes:  “The  story  is,  of  course,  not 


quite  concluded,  for  I have  yet  to  hear  whether  the 
Department  will  accept  my  further  modification  to  the 
modified  oath.’  I do  have  a suspicion  from  my  exper- 
ience in  all  this,  that  it  is  far  too  easily  possible  to 
make  a god  of  one’s  own  conscience,  to  be  swept  away 
in  efforts  to  justify  one’s  own  wisdom,  to  impose  one’s 
own  view  of  truth  upon  a situation.  It  is  easy  to  mistake 
the  voice  of  one’s  own  animus  for  the  voice  of  God. 
I feel  that  what  I said  to  Mrs.  Shipley  smacked  of 
smugness  and  emanated  more  from  an  urge  to  combat 
an  evil  than  to  bring  forth  the  fruit  of  goodness  from 
my  own  heart.  Perhaps  the  familiar  prayer  should  read, 
‘Lead  us  not  into  temptation  to  act  destructively  in 
the  name  of  what  is  good..’ 

An  air  mail  post  card  received  just  before  we  go 
to  press  brings  word  that  the  ‘modification’  has  been 
accepted.  Peggy  Church  has  her  passport  and  will  go 
to  England!! 


LUTHER  AND  THE  ARTS 

“I  am  not  of  the  opinion  that  all  arts  are  to  be 
cast  down  and  destroyed  on  account  of  the  gospel,  as 
some  fanatics  protest;  on  the  other  hand  I would 
gladly  see  all  arts,  especially  music,  in  the  service  of 
Him  who  has  given  and  created  them.”  So  Leslie  P. 
Spelman  (1228  Center,  Redlands,  California)  quotes 
Martin  Luther  in  an  article  published  in  the  Journal  of 
Aesthetics  and  Art  Criticism,  December,  1951. 

In  this  scholarly  article  he  discusses  the  three  forms 
of  art  definitely  promoted  by  the  early  Lutheran 
Church— poetry,  music,  and  printing,— and  comments 
upon  the  lack  of  a Protestant  architectural  style.  He 
also  discusses  the  art  of  Albrecht  Duerer  and  Hans 
Holbein,  the  two  first  rate  Protestant  painters  of  the 
period  of  the  Reformation. 

“The  religious  upheaval  precipitated  b>'  Martin 
Luther’s  ninety-five  theses,”  says  Leslie  Spelman,  “.  . 
had  a far-reaching  effect  on  succeeding  centuries,  and 
its  influence— for  good  or  ill— is  still  with  us.  Although 
the  results  of  the  movement  were  almost  immediately 
felt  in  the  field  of  religion,  and  a little  later  in  political 
and  social  life,  the  effect  on  the  arts  was  somewhat 
more  gradual,  but  none  the  less  far-reaching  and  pro- 
found. . . 

“Both  Luther  and  Calvin  wished  to  return  to  the 
roots  of  Christianity  by  putting  a new  emphasis  on  the 
Bible  as  the  basis  of  the  Christian  religion.  . (They) 
held  conflicting  ideas  concerning  the  use  of  the  arts  in 
the  service  of  the  church.  . . Luther  was  inclined  to 
allow  anything  not  condemned  by  the  Bible,  while 
Calvin  went  so  far  as  to  allow  nothing  which  was  not 
expressly  approved  by  the  Bible. 

“The  Lutheran  doctrine  of  the  ‘priesthood  of  all 
believers’  led  to  the  growth  of  a new  emphasis  on 
congregational  participation  in  the  service  of  worship, 
and  to  the  encouragement  of  individual  reading  of  the 
Bible.  . . Martin  Luther  wished  to  keep  much  of  the 
arts  in  the  service  of  the  church.  . .” 
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